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1 PRE r. fl. 21. 


1 Leaving us an example, that we ſhould follow his 


2 


U R chriſtian profeſſion and hopes, 
ſhould engage us to conſider the preci- 


= ous gift of the ſon of God, in every poſlible 
point of view. A gift, the value of which, we 


cannot fully underſtand ; for which, we cannot 
be duly thankful, unleſs we fee it in all that 


beautiful variety, in which it is preſented to the 
_ = ehriſtian's mind. We view Chriſt as a teacher 
= tent from God, to reveal to the world the moſt 


fublime myſteries ; to teach men the moſt im- 


7 portant truths ; and as the high prieſt of our pro- 
A feſſion to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make 
an end of ſins, and to bring in everlaſting righte- 


ouſneſs.“ 


TER" "WE" * 


ouſneſs.”* We have in the text, a view of Chriſt, 
different from any of theſe ; a view, we either alto- 
gether neglect, or at moſt, conſider but inattentive- 


fect example of all the duties he preſcribes to the 
chriſtian. To behold our bleſſed Saviour ſub- 


view of it, would furniſh variety of obſervations. 


Precept. Example touches the heart in a very 
lively manner, makes a deep impreſſion on the 


* 


6 E 


ly. This view is Chriſt himſelf, giving the moſt per- 


mitting to every chriſtian duty, practiſing every 
virtue he recommends to his followers, admira- 
bly diſplays the beauty and importance of a holy 
life. Leaving us an example, that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps,” 8 


The text, were I to take a comprehenſive 


But as this cannot be accompliſhed in one fer- 
mon, I ſhall make a few general refle&ions } 7 
upon the force of example. —I.—Particularly | N 
inſiſt upon the example given us by Chriſt. 
II.—Shew the end he had in view, in giving to 
chriſtians ſuch a perfect example. 


The power of example, is, in the opinion 
of all, very hard to reſiſt. It acts upon us 
much more forcibly than ſimple exhortation, or 


foul, and has a victorious influence over human 
conduct. 


Dan. ix. 24. 


N FE: 


1 
4 1 


W Pious example exhibits to the view, the whole body 


L 8 E R M O N. 7 
4 # condud. This is iprerable to the nature of things. 


of chriſtian virtues; it ſpeaks to the ſenſes, and 
brings us acquainted with every part of chriſtian 
duty, not by ſimple precept, but by ſhewing them, 
as they are in themſelves. We know from expe- 
rience, that whatever makes an impreſſion upon 
the ſenſes, affects us much more, than what 
is addreſſed to the mind. Hence, pious exam- 


ple is the beſt means to impreſs the mind with 
2 ſenſe of the excellence and beauty of goſpel ho- 


lineſs. 


When we ſee the charitable chriſtian feed- 
ing the hungry and clothing the naked, ad- 


miniſtering comfort to the afflicted, protec- 
tion to the oppreſſed, and drying up the tear 
of ſorrow 3 when we behold him attentive to 


the wants of his brethren ; often preventing 


their requeſts, never rejecting them: We ſee 
in all this a ftriking reſemblance of Chriſt, 
who is charity itſelf ; a reſemblance of our hea- 


venly father, whoſe gracious kindneſs ſupplies our 


temporal and ſpiritual wants. Thus, the admi- 
rable effects of chriſtian charity, and the praiſes 
beſtowed upon it, are exceedingly proper to af- 


fect us with a ſtrong ſenſe of its beauty, excellen- 
858 


; 
* 


g 8 E R M O N. 


cy and neceſſity, and how careful we ſhould be to 
4 ſhew our faith by our works.” 


Hence we ſee, of how great advatitage holi- 
eſs is to ſociety ; but it is not leſs ſo to the 
chriſtian. He who can facrifice his paſſions 
to the maxims of the goſpel, is the only hap- 
py man ; he enjoys a calm compoſure of mind, 
by being freed from that uneaſineſs, with which 
a deſire of revenge is always attended. His 
ſweetneſs of temper, diſarms his enemies, and for- 
ces them to do homage to his chriſtian generoſity. 
Thus, good example places in the ſtrongeſt light, 
the preſent advantatages and comforts of a vir- 
tuous courſe of life. We feel the calm ſatisfac- 
tion that attends it, and are taught to oppoſe our 
neighbour's pious example, to thoſe troubles, 
fears, and violent agitations, which are the un- 
_ avoidable conſequences of this ſtate of fin and 
imperfection. In a word, by pious example, we 
ſee the amiableneſs of goſpel virtue, and are en- 
abled to diſcover the equity, and great utility of 
_ chriſtian practice. The effect this has upon a 
well-diſpoſed mind, is a ſtrong perſuaſion, that 
it is our duty to . conformably to our chriſtian 
vocation. 1 


Example 


NM O N. 9 
17 70 Example teaches how to apply the general rules 
5 ſof the goſpel, to the particular circumſtances of 
] four life. The laws of the goſpel enter not into a 


ph # minute detail. Chriſt and his Apoſtles tell us, 
ory what our duty as chriſtians is, but leave to our- 
IP Yves the manner of applying goſpel maxims, as 
* = E circumſtances may occur. This being ſo, the ex- 
un, 4 vip of a wiſe and holy perſon, is of great uſe 
= | 15 to teach us how to apply them in a proper manner. 
15 In him we ſee the laws of the goſpel reduced to 
ey = properly and happily applied to many 
2h YG gular occurrences of life, for which our di- 
as | vine legiſlator has not N oper to pro- 
ir- vide. 5 

4 Thus, chriſtianity commands us to be zealous 
, bor the glory of God, and the advancement of a 
n. redeemer's kingdom upon earth. But our zeal, 
id if not tempered with benevolence and cha- 


„% | rity, degenerates into wild paſſion, and brutal 
fury. When religious zeal is not proportion- 

# ed to its object, and to the characters of per- 
72 ſons, ſo that we diſcern what is really for 
: 24 the glory of God, and what is not; it does 
| 3 more hurt than good. Zeal for religion is 
= wrong, when not attended with thoſe winning 
attractions that render truth amiable, and work 
= i upon 


+” 


0 5 E * MON. 


upon the mind diſpoſed to receive it. Now, 
as the zeal of the chriſtian, © whoſe modera- 
tion is known to all men,”* is neither blind nor 
head ftrong ; but holy, enlightened, and directed 
to the eſtabliſhment of truth ; fo his example is of 
great uſe to prevent us from being hurtful to 
its intereſt, by a diſagreeable manner of oblig- 
ing others to receive it. By his example, we 
are taught to make uſe of the moſt proper ex- 
pedients and ſeaſons to 8 8 the kingdom of 
truth among men. 


Good example convinces us of the n 


of a holy life. When we ſee a man wiſe, 


holy, and enlightened; a man who knows his 
true intereſt, and whoſe practice is agreeable to 
his religious profeſſion. I ſay, when we ſee him 
conſtant and uniform in the practice of piety ; 


enabled by divine aſſiſtance to ſurmount the 
_ greateſt difficulties in the diſcharge of his duty; 


obtaining the victory over his finful paſſions ; 
ſubduing the vices which formerly enſlaved him ; 


renouncing ſenſual pleafure, and with conſtancy- 


and joy triumphing over what appears impoſſible 


to fleſh and blood; and all this from a perſuaſion 


that ©* * * of . muſt be taken by 


\ 


. Phil. i iv. 5. 


1 „ 


. 


s ER OW - + 


Ja line of conduct. Is not ck an ne luffci. 
4 ent to convince us, that to him the promiſe is 
$ made good, I will make my grace ſufficient for 
4 | thee, and my ſtrength perfect in thy weakneſs.“ 
f 5 And that ! without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
th Lord t Does it not clearly ſhew the reality 
[ of the life of faith, and the importance of chriſ- 
dan practice! Since ſuch holy, wiſe, and en- 


Ri 


| ; 3 ae perſons, would not have walked in ſo 
difficult a road, but from a perſuaſion, that a ge- 


N 9 1 | nuine faith conſtantly produces a virtuous practice. 

> XK That we cannot fit with Chriſt upon his throne, 

: till after we have carried the croſs 1 in this world. | 4 
: In holy example, we ſee the practicability of | 
; | religious virtue. That when we apply ourſelves in 


good earneſt to the means God has appointed, a { 
change will begin, and through the divine ble. 4 
ling, increaſe by degrees from bad to good: ſo | 
that we ſhall in time acquire a habit of all the 
| chriſtian graces. ; 


1 


Few chriſtians have right notions of holi- 
| neſs, and of the duties our religion preſcribes. 
When we find in ourſelves no inclination to re- 


Matth. xii. 12, + 2 Cor. xii. 9. f 1 Heb, xii. 14. 
1 nounce 


e an 2 4 > 6 4 i . 2 , : 
a $4. 94 hs: 5 +... ORR RY n * ; * PR WY ; 


nounce ſenſual pleaſure, to love our enemies, 
and return geod for evil; when we cannot carry 


_ chriſtian charity, fo far as the inſpired writers WW 
ſay it ſhould be carried; when under the power of 


prejudice, and not having the feelings of a St. Paul, 


* who could do every thing through Chriſt 


ſtrengthening him, we reject the uſe of means 
to become like him. Chriſtians, when they find 


they are unſucceſsful in their efforts to attain to the 


degree of holineſs the ſcriptures preſcribe, abandon 
the work of their ſalvation. Theſe fears diſappear 
at the ſight of holy example ; ſince by it the moſt 
timorous chriſtian may be convinced, that thongh 
the difficulties which attend the chriſtian life are 
many and great, they are not invincible. It 
animates his courage, ſtrengthens his hopes, and 
aſſures him of certain ſucceſs. Thus, example as 
a means, excites, moves, and draws him victori- 


| oully into the road of ſovereign happineſs, which 


he once thought to be inacceſſable. 


| a word, when our ſuperiors in rank or 
grace, give us the nobleſt example of our duty ; 
ſurmounting every obſtacle in their way to 
heaven; facrificing the honours, the wealth, 
aud pleaſures of this life ; renouncing themſelves, 


. Philip. iv 13. | 9 
Ot Lag and 


6 
—— 


OR Rr M0803 
und carrying the croſs after Chriſt ; this has an 
happy effect. We are aſhamed to abandon. the 
glorious enterprize. Our anxiety for the preſer- 
vation of the body, and for thoſe enjoyments 
which periſh, is leſſened. By it we are excited 
to fight under the ſtandard of the ſon of God, 
and to carry his croſs, that we may obtain the 
victory and crown of life. We have as much to 
loſe as thoſe, who have given ſuch a ſhining 
example of every chriſtian virtue. The ſame 
immortal prize is ſet before us. As they did, 

we are deſired to do, © Run the race ſet before 
us; looking to Chriſt, the author and finiſher 
of our faith.”* Shall we lightly eſteem, ſhall 
we abandon, what ſhould be ſo dear to us? 
Forbid it O God! Since then, good example 
is of great advantage to us in all theſe different 
reſpects, being proper to encourage us in the 
moſt difficult deſigns, and a fit means to enable 
us to. ſurmount the moſt diſagreeable obſta- 
cles; let us follow that which is good.“ 
„ For, he only who endures to the end, ſhall be 
ſaved. “ And, if this may be ſaid of good ex- 
ample in general, of how much more efficacy is 
the example of finiſhed virtue, given us by Chriſt? 


46-4 
—N—_— 


WAR 3 
ö 2 
0.7 


* Heb, xii. 1. + 1 Theſ. v. 15. f Mat. x. 1 
| b 6e Chriſt, 


7 
by Wh 
9 « 
r 
= I 
; 7 
* 4” 
x 
48F] 
p + 
"4 
„ 4 = "IF 
"8 
: 7. 
3 4 
* 

4 N 

7 
* q 2 Ad" 

1 

4 * 
- 1 4 * 

2 . 

7 74 

1 

1 

1 

72 * 1 4 

= 

£) * 

r 

* 

; 

HD 

NT 
4 D - 

y * 

3 . 

. 0 

N wt] 
whe -£ 

. 7 

l 

* 

. 

© Fe 

J, — Nee 
2 ; <1 

ES 

. p 

8 

74 

9 
= : * 4 £ 
SY 

3 
2&5 N 

3 
* 92 

Nei 

g © Tx 

* 

I s 5 

1 => 

CIA 
"AY 

1 
8 
$- 
70 

EA 
1 
+ 

3 

, 

0 

* Ws 

A 

1 a 

1 

= * 

* 1 

{HOW 
* wo . 9 7 

N 

* 

$3665, 

e 
3 

AE 

WTF > ts o 

Fa £5 

wt +. 

1 5 7 
2 1 Pl 

£36 * 

. "IC 

* Thy E 

* 
* 

1 

: 

* * " 

133 

5 

Na 

* 0 4 

fa, 

$87 5 

5 
* 

% 

4 5 3 

8 
f \ 

# 2 
WE 
1 

> 

— 4 . 

7 
5 1 
* ++» * 

n *»; 

15 2% 

Wt Lot 

i 

, Moy 

- "x 

by : 
” 1 
* 4 

1 

: 

I 
* 

* 
{2 1 

8 

"7 1 
5 4 * 

8 

. 

4 . 1 

* 

5 1 
145 
* 

N 

1" * 
WY) 
Fs. 8 

% IF, 

* Wr 
. 
N 

n 

N 

* £ 

"em 

Mg 

1 2 * 

as - * 

I 7 
n 
WTF: 
* ALL 
'; . 
1 

n 
* 4 

n 
7 Ir * . þ 
* 1442 2 3 
1 4 1 
** _— ” 
Sas! n 
o ©}. es * 
e * 25 
n 
8 "ye ; "1 | 
. 
1 N 3 N 
8 = 4 $ 
7 1 2 * is 
8 1 is 
*%83) * 0 * 

3 * 
n 
1 : * 3s 

"| EIS 

8 3 
r 
We 
FO] 

1 

e 

N 
3" 4x os, 

WL .* 1 
IIS 
, 4% 

3 99 2 4+" 
NE INS 
"a þ 

Th N 

4 . 
o 8 

. 34 93 
1 
3 12 

4 155 

gon VP... 
n 

r 
Fc FS 
* e. 

* * . 

2 
5 

ern 
1. p 

>, s 7 
r 
5 
4 
I : 

Y *: 4 

) 

4-8. J 

my Fir. o 

— . 

1.4" 

. 

7 

bY x 'Y 

22 % 

— . £8 

- *% 1 

. 

bo, 

1 

8 x 

„ 

1%; 

CES 

8 6.0.0 „ 

4 „ q 

, 

Ke tf M x 

3 

97 N 
* 1 

or x 
"6 4 

L 2 
U 2 
ves. 
x 
"Ky 
= G , 

I | 

hs » 

57 
1 

my 72 

K 


[ 


* 


14 s E R M O N. 
* Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, left us an OW that 


we ſhould follow his ſteps.” 
Our Saviour's view, in fulfilling all righteouſ- 

neſs, was two-fold ; that he might by his death, 
make an atonement for fin, and beſtow eternal life 


upon all, who embrace him by faith; and that he 


might leave us an example to walk by. It is the 
laſt of theſe I would conſider, 


Chriſt does not arbitrarily impoſe his laws up- 


on chriſtians. He requires nothing of us, but 


what he himſelf practiſed. In our Lord's con- 
duct, we have the firſt example of every duty 


preſcribed in the goſpel. And the duties of | 


which he was the moſt perfect pattern, are not 


only thoſe eaſy to be performed, but ſuch as appear 


the moſt difficult and oppoſite to the ſentiments 


and natural feelings of men. How unlike was 


Chriſt in this to the proud Scribes and Phariſees. 
“They loaded their diſciples with burdens they 
could not bear, but they themſelves touched them 


not with one of their fingers. The ſon of 


God ſubmitted to the moſt ſevere laws, and per- 
fectly fulfilled the moſt painful duties; that by 
doing ſo, * he might leave us an example, that 
we ſhould follow his ſteps.” .. E 


P Mat, xxiii. 4. 


Chriſt 
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S E R M oO N. by 
Chriſt not only practiſed every goſpel duty 
and virtue ; they were. carried by him to the 


greateſt perfection, and reigned through the whole 
of his life. Does our Lord require, that as a proof 


of our being his diſciples, we renounce the plea- 


ſures and honours of this world, and patiently 
endure poverty and diſtreſs ? His life upon earth 
was a continued ſcene of humiliation and mi- 


ſery, The king of kings was deſcended of poor 


parents; © born in a ſtable, though of the roy- 
al linage of David. He was without © form or 

comlineſs; fa worm and not a man.“ © Tho" 
in the form of God, and equal with the father,” 
he was © in the form of a ſervant.” || Should 
Chriſt's followers patiently ſuffer ſhame and re- 
proach for his ſake? © He was deſpiſed and reject- 
ed of men.” $ © He came to his own, and his own 


received him not.“ — Though the ſent of God; 


the Saviour of whom the prophets prophecied ; 
though he poſſeſſed all the characters of the Meſ- 
ſiah; though he proved himſelf by his miracles 


and holy life, to be the redeemer of men; yet 


he was called an impoſtor, a ſower of ſedition, 
one who did miracles by a compact with the pow- 


» Luke fi. 7. + Tfai, Iii. 2. t Pſal. xxii. 6. || Phil, 
il. 6, 7. $ Iſai, lil, 3. + 1 Joh. i. 12. 


ers 


11 E R M O N. 
ers of darkneſs, S And, becauſe he eitel 
the company of publicans and ſinners, he Was 
branded with an imitation of their conduſet. 
He felt no reſentment at the ſlanders and reproach- 2 
_ - es caſt upon him. His miracles and holy life ſhewed 
they were without foundation. If he appeared at 
any time offended with the malice of his enemies, it 
was from a concern for their ſalvation, and from a 
zeal for the glory of his heavenly father, whoſe per- 
fections were wounded by their blaſphemies. Does 
the chriſtian religion enjoin us to deal gently with 
the ignorant, the weak, and thoſe who are out of 
the way? Chriſt's treatment of ſuch, was mild and 
gentle 1 in the higheſt degree. . 


The 125 his countrymen were a head ſtrong' | 
people. Ignorant and ſelf. conceited, they enter- 
tained an high opinion of themſelves. Yet our 
Lord, with a view to their inſtruction, neglected 
not to have intercourſe with them. He accommoda- 
ted himſelf to their weakneſſes. He always gave 
| his diſcourſes a popular turn. The little know- 
ledge thoſe Chriſt converſed with had, was made 
uſe of by him, to make them more knowing in the 
great truths of the goſpel, He dealt gently with 
their prejudices, the better to inſinuate himſelf 
into their minds. Chriſt would not diſguſt the 


Jews, 


WE ſews, by requiring them immediately to relin- 
== quiſh their prepoſſeſſions. He courted the com- 


1 pany and converſation of that ſinful and perverſe 


= generation. He negelected no opportunity to de- 
= clare, that he was the Saviour come into the 
world, to make atonement for ſin, and to lead 
ſinners to repentance. He affected not the com- 
© pany of the great and wealthy, as ridiculous va- 
nity commonly does ; but rather choſe that of the 
poor and defpiled- 


As the Phariſees and Doctors of the 5 were 
much reſpected by the reſt of the Jews, for their 
learning and external ſanctity, a connection with 
them might have been thought honourable. But 
Chriſt did not chuſe to have any intimacy with 
them. He who knows the hearts of all men, 
knew theirs. That they were proud, hated re- 
proof, and deſpiſed him and his doctrine. He 
therefore left them to continue in their wilful ig- 
norance and obſtinacy. However, he unmaſked 
their hypocriſy, took off the covering which con- 
cealed tlleir vices, and ſhewed them in their true 
colours. This he did, that it might be known 
what they were ; that they might bluſh at their hy- 
pocriſy ; and that their bad example might loſe of 
its influence in corrupting others. But when he 
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ſaw a proſpect of doing good, he aſſociated with 


the moſt contemptible characters; with publicans 
and ſinners. In this he perſevered with a meek- 


neſs and patience nothing could overcome; nor 


did he ceaſe to inſtruct and exhort, till his Pars ; 


were crowned with a happy ſucceſs. 


Charity i is the great commandment of the gol- 
pel; that duty which comprehends in it the ſum 


and ſubſtance of practical religion. Charity, or 


love to man, is ſtrongly recommended by Chriſt ; 
and declared by him to be the chief charaQeriſtic 
of a true chriſtian, * By this ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples, if you love one ano- 


cher.. And as Chriſt would have thoſe who lay. 


claim to an intereſt in him, ſhew it by their cha- 
rity; ſo he himſelf gave the moſt perfect and il- 


luſtrious example of this virtue. His incarnation, | 


humiliation, and poverty ; his reproach, labours and 
fufferings, were the effect of his great love to men. 
He came to reſcue ſinners from miſery, to reinſtate 


us in the favour of God, and to beſtow upon all 
who believe and obey him, an immortal unfading 


happineſs in heaven. Chriſt felt many diſgraces ; 


endured much labour and ſorrow, and at laſt fi. 
An the moſt perfect and uſeful * ever exhi- 
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bited to the world, by the painful and infamous 


death of the croſs. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.“ 


« But when we were yet without ſtrength, in due 
time Chriſt died for the ungodly.” + Chriſt's cha- 
rity is without bounds. Its depth cannot be 
ſounded, its extent cannot be meaſured. T he 
love of Chriſt in our redemption, fills the chriſti- 
an's heart with wonder, aſtoniſhment and joy; 
and will furniſh him in a future world, with a 
theme of eternal praiſe. Thus Chriſt hath given 
us an example of all that the virtue of charity con- 


Does our religion frongly inculcate a zeal for 
the glory of God, and the intereſts of truth? 
Should we be fincere ind animated in our exer- 


tions to promote religion and virtue, and to di- 


miniſh the influence of infidelity and vice; having 
always at heart the enlargement of the redeemer's 
kingdom, which is not of this world? Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt withſtood the fury of the Scribes and 


= Phariſees, He maintained to their face thoſe _ 


truths which were highly offenſive to them. He 
deſpiſed the dangers which threatened him. And 
he neither concealed nor diſſembled any truth that 


® John, xv. 13. + Rom. v. 6. 
| was 


was of importance to the world to know. He 
paid no court to rank and ſtation, but ſharply re- 

proved the great men of the Tons for their obſti- 

nacy nd other vices. r ple af 


It was prophecied of Chriſt, He ſhall not 
cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice to be heard 
in the ſtreet.””* © Learn of me, for I am lowly,“ 
ſaid the Saviour of the world. Our bleſſed Lord 
propoſes himſelf as the model of humility. He 

hath given the true import of the word, and exhi- 
bited the moſt perfect example of it. The hea- 
thens knew nothing of humility. Their philoſo- 
phers affected to deſpiſe riches and grandeur; but 
this was only an affectation which flowed from a 
principle of pride a little more refined than that 
of the vulgar. - It is Chriſt who recommends true 
humility ; a humility which has its ſeat in the 
heart, and which is the genuine effect of a "oy 
feeling of our own unworthineſs, 


The heathen philoſophers taught their diſciples 
to deſpiſe the wealth and fame of this world ; but 
their example gave the lie to their doctrine; for 
none were more ambitious than they of riches 
and reputation, Chriſt taugkt humility by exam- 


* Iſai. xlii, 2, + Matth. xi. 29. 
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ple. It is Chriſt the only ſon of God, the bright- 
neſs of his glory, the eternal wiſdom of the father, 


that invites us by his example to be humble. 
Does the chriſtian religion inculcate the renunci- 


ation of the world, and that we ſhould live as 


ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth? Chriſt, the 
Lord of the world, the diſtributer of crowns and 
ſceptres, had not a habitation while he lived 


among men. The bleſſed Jeſus could have fixed 


the attention, the eſteem and admiration of men. 
All the treaſures of wiſdom were centered in him. 
The author of nature; he who gave ſpeech to the 
dumb, could have diſplayed in all his diſcourſes, 
the moſt lively, noble, and pathetic eloquence; 
he could have adorned them with all the beauties 
of ſpeech : but he neglected, he deſpiſed theſe ad- 
vantages; and in fo doing, hath | taught us to 
hold them in ſmall eſtimation. Since Chriſt then, 
notwithſtanding his perfect purity, innocence, 
and infinite dignity, was content to live an hum- 


ble and obſcure life, ſhall not we be clothed with 


humility ? We who, are but duſt and aſhes; we 
who have nothing to boaſt of, and whoſe fins have 


rendered odious and contemptible. Let us then 


learn from the example of Chriſt, to be of an 


humble heart, and we ſhall find reſt to our ſouls.” * 


Matth. xi. 29. „Her 


0 WS KM 0 I. 
Ho perfect the example of Chriſt's reſignation 
to the orders of his heavenly father! What ſub. 
miſſion! what obedience to his divine commands! 
Though our Lord's ſufferings, with their attend- 
ant horrors, were preſent to his mind, he did not 
ſhrink from them through fear. In the moment 
of ſuffering, as at all other times, he did the 
will of his father who ſent him.“ His humanity 
indeed, obliged him to cry, © father, if it is poſe 
ſible, let this cup paſs from me, without my 
drinking it.” But immediately he is all ſubmiſſion. 
Not my will but thine be done.“ He could 
have eaſily avoided death. A word from him 
could have deſtroyed his enemies. Had he only 
ſaid, ye ſons of men return, f that very mo- 
ment would have been their laſt. At his requeſt, 
legions of angels would have fought in his de- 
fence. | But this was not the way to finiſh the 
work given him to do. © He was to give his life 
a ranſom for many.“ Hence, when the hour was 
come, he courted ſuffering, and chearfully ſurren- 
dered to thoſe who ſought his life. He went” 
with thoſe, who were ſent to apprehend him, as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her 
ſhearers i is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth.“ 


; * Matth, xzvi. 39. + Pal. xc. 3. 1 Matth. zx. 28. 
}} Ifai. li, 7. | ; | 
Behold 
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- Behold Jeſus bis on the croſs, His ex- 


$ We er in that moment of ſuffering, were an 
evidence of his love, and readineſs to forgive his 
= enemies. He feels no reſentment of their cruelty 
e him. 
1 guilt, and implores their pardon. 


He prays for them, extenuates their 
And in conſe- 
quence of his interceſſion, thoſe who ſhed his 
blood, were the firſt that received the benefit of it. 


Let us then, in faith, behold how the life, how 
= the death of the fon of God, ſhould be to us an 


example; ſince every virtue, without the leaſt 


| mixture of imperfection, is exhibited in both. 
He hath left us an example, that we ſhould 5 


follow his ſteps.” 


All the virtues dich "EIT in Chriſt's charac- 
ur as man, were the effect of the moſt conſumate 
piety. Sanctified by the ſpirit above meaſure, his 
ſoul was deeply impreſſed with the moſt profound 
awe and reverence of God. He took every op- 


portunity to magnify the father, by ſpeaking of 


him in the moſt exalted terms. His every word 
and action, ſhewed the ſtrength of his faith and de- 


1 pendence, and how careful he was to behave as 


the ſon of God, in the preſence of him, who 
«6 trieth the hearts and reins.” His devotion was 
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al ealightened and pure, the native effuſion of a grate- 

ful and thankful heart. His deſtre was to pleaſe 

God, and to ſhew the extent and purity of his 

love, by his readineſs to obey the will of his hea- 

-venly father. Since then, it was our bleſſed Lord's 

| piety which rendered all that he did-acceptable to 

| | God; this ſhould convince us how very abſurd it 


is, to lay any ſtreſs upon the external duties of re- 
ligion, when the heart is deſtitute of pious prin- 
ciples. © Without holineſs none ſhall ſee God.“ 
All that we do, if not the effect of internal purity | 
uy holineſs, is only a vain oblation. 


But, what were Chriſt's views in \ giving us 'fo 
abt an example of piety and virtue ? Were N 
they only to excite our admiration? That when 
we meditate on a holineſs ſo perfect, a firmneſs 
ſo noble, a patience ſo conſumate, we might ſtand 
aſtoniſned! No, Chriſt's views were, that we who 
profeſs to be his diſciples, might in his ſtrength, 
imitate our divine maſter ; might regulate our 
life upon his excellent plan, and be conformed 


in all our ſentiments and actions to ſo perfect a 
pattern. Chriſt hath left us an example, that 
we > Thawid follow his mm” 


* Heb. 2 xii. 14. 
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The chriſtian cannot with propriety propoſe to 
his imitation, any other example, but that of 


A *% ue of chriſtian duty, come much ſhort of perfec- 
tion. None but the lamb without ſpot; none but 


if we have faith in n him, we will follow without 
diſtruſt. 


Sn, Po 
£53 


ed to every chriſtian. The virtues he diſplayed, 
are continually in uſe. They agree to every rank 
W and ſituation in life. Every chriſtian is bound by 
| his religious profeſſion, to be charitable and meek, 
patient and humble, zealous for the glory of God, 


Chriſt appeared at the head of armies, as the Jews 
expected he would; had he fought and conquer- 
ed; had he taken cities, and ſubdued nations ; 
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dence, only in war; to none, but conquerors like 
= himſelf, could he have been an example. But 


had occaſion to ſet before us a model of every 
| ; duty 


| Crit. The greateſt ſaints ſtill ſhew the remains | 
| of a corrupt nature; the moſt eminent in the prac · 


2 Jeſus, whoſe enemies could never reproach him 
| with any ſin, exhibits a conduct worthy of our 
W imitation, in every particular. A conduct, which, 


The cd 0 Chriſt hath left us, is fuit- 


and reſigned to the will of Providence. Had 


had he employed his ſtrength, courage and pru- 


living as he did, in an humble active ſtation, he 
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duty we are called to as in the ordinary 


f courſe of life. 5 


Chriſt 1 W of the 8004 auſtere and dif- 
ficult kind of life, that he might by his example, 
give ſtrength and courage to the chriſtian in his pre- 
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ſent warfare. Had our Saviour abounded in wealth; 


— 


had. he poſſeſſed the eſteem of thoſe among whom 
he lived; of what afliſtance could he be to the | poor ; ; 
or what benefit could thoſe who are expoſed. to the 
contempt of the world, find in the ſtudy of his life? 
a Had Chriſt enjoyed the ſmiles of the world; had 
be been without énemies; a ſtranger to ignomi- 
ny, reproach, and perſecution, he could not have 
animated by his example, thoſe who have ſuffered 
reproach and death for his ſake; he could not 
have inſpired them with patience under affliction, 
nor taught them to pray for their enemies. But 
having himſelf firſt undergone, and triumphed 
over all theſe, we have the road to victory made 
eaſy to us. Let then the chriſtian follow his Savi- 
our. Animated by his ſpirit and example, he ſhall 
triumph happily. Let him rejoice in hope, that 
* the author and finiſher of his faith; will con- 
duct him through the world as it were by the hand, 
and one a introduce bim i into glory.” 1 


1 | | | * | * Heb. Au. 2. | 


—— — —— I L — 


0 


= 
0 — bs 4 EL” 
\ * " F 2 8 Wa, 
. 2 — 1 . pe CLOS * - - 1 
* ä * CIC 
* = wa * - * * 4 
* F 4 £ : hk L 8 We 
p * # q _= | 2 . 
- - » 7 Y * 7 ; * < 
M * n : , Re p _ 2 N 
r %ÄK—— . ˙Om. Ca CE 2 E \ — s —_— — = * * n 
- — + i 0 * n 8 ” 
-_ , - o — 2 E 2 * 
* - - A a s 1 
J wh MY 4 * wu „ 5 * — —— — — 
— 5 _ — . 2 — * 
* — — n 1 — —— 
1 1 = I * » _ «+ — — * — - — * — — — — 
— . — * — — a 
— —— a —— — — — 
— — A = w — ws — to 6 
* 
* 2 
* 
— 
— * 1 p 
2 — A * 4 
— — 8 4 - : . , 
. — 0 + — 
— : — « 


It 


\ 


* ; - 
- Ak. OG * e n * 4 F * . i Stu Bens WY: * hay 14 o * * * 3», 607g = ps 
4. - 6 + WA * 1 o P <a” 1 Fw G 1 * 
8 . 8 * q 'P —_ n mY . [> © i a ic : z - if 
* a 7 1 Y E a * 


i oat 0 unn 2 2 2 
"ape: PPP F 


itſelf. He had none of our fins. 
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wy It will perhaps be ſaid, we propoſe an example 
b 7 which cannot be imitated. Chriſt was holineſs 
1 He felt 
| 3 7 none of our paſſions. Sanctified by the ſpirit 
3 above meaſure, the practice of every virtue 
X was eaſy to him. Indeed, our Lord's human 
1 nature was perfectly pure; but this did not 
k, deſtroy his ſenſibility of pain and reproach. We 
find from the hiſtory of his life, that it coſt him 
ſome effort to ſubmit to theſe. A ſenſe of his ſut- 
ferings acting upon his ſoul, cauſed! a bloody 
ſweat to diſtill from the pores of his body.” His 
feelings were ſo much affected, that an angel 
was ſent from heaven to ſtrenghten him. A 


a 
2 


preſentiment of his ſufferings upon the croſs for- 
ced him to requeſt of the father, © if it be poſ- 
ſible let this cup paſs from me.“ And when 
upon the croſs he cried, © my God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me!“ This ſufficiently. 
ſhews_ Chriſt's ſenſibility of pain. He felt all the 
innocent infirmities of human nature. For, 
ſays the Apotle Paul, we have not an high prieſt, 
that cannot be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities ; but: was in all things tempted like as 
we are, yet without ſin.” | | 


> ” » * 2 . 4 1 1 
4 4 % - A % N. 5 8 - 5 - 
N ; 72 F n : Wo the 1 Le 1 ch Fa — LW e 4 - TL A 2 el by” 4 ; « 
q 223 Tx. 5 * % LOS > 19 22 a pe 2 Ts R 5 1 ( ©. 1 — Ws =, "4 . 2+ FE . — . L 8 N 1 5 wk a 
cM. r - AC RET? n * . N 29 r ou Tet, * ** F WELL AY = 7 2 5x, I es. © ae Fare DE Tay Wk Lact 2M . k 8 . pn WES 
32 . 10 5 4 . wa I ey” „** r 1 C n 1 n 4 4 „ ISR 8 2, * ; T Ed” — Ms 
ARC: LS age. F e poet! 2 E „ At IO on; DET ONES TOW 2 9 CE Coo So 0 OI. = 0 85 NJ —T—T—T—T—T I Os I CO AE bn be ES bt SS 
ON repent Aa RT IR gs n ; . 8 OD We. ELSE CE ͤ be bs * c „ TE 
Ca * n * 1 aA» 2 oF we A 8 9 Sy 2 9 < — 3g $4, 8 ' PR Ks Doe ITS, 2 r n i * 7 "4 Fe As 2 EY 46 - * 
— I . „ . * 2 — 5 8 aa > 4 3 5 . OH - b 5 * W if. ta 02s; Fs 7 þ Ir a - ; A . Doe IS - . HER 8 $ 
r NE FFF % OS N a At . ode. 2 whe Ye rr I "2 tle is e Rn, . IO T7» Oe 3 83 4: 
9 * 3 * * e 2. ee er OO 8 1 8 „ Wn ERS For, n ; 8 
5 - 4 5 wy 8 - . — * Sn. 2 „N N FS 5 Ir 0 8 TR 
. * * p —.— 5 9 : 5 4 FI © * * - EY r * . - * Tr. p * 2 - « 8 
* = 22 ** 9 Jo * * ” . * 6 


Matth. xxvi. 39. + Mark, xv. 34. f Heb. iv, 15. 
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As the man Chriſt Jeſus was perfectly holy and 

pure from every ſinful ſpot, ſo none could reproach 
him with any error. We who are imperfect can 


_ give no ſuch obedience, nor does God require it. 
- Rs le requires only the obedience of faith. An obe- 
dienee proportioned to the principles of truth he 


8 


implants in the mind, and to the meaſure of ſpiri - 

tual aſſiſtance he is pleaſed to beſtow. The joy ſet 

before our Lord, animated him * to endure the 

c.coſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame.” We are deſired to 

=_ entertain the ſame hopes. Chriſt is gone before 

1 = us, and hath in his own perſon given us A Mel 
; image, of what we ſhall one day be. 


This ſhould at all times comfort the chriſtian, 
that if he is deſpiſed, it is with Jeſus Chriſt; if he 
is afflicted, it is with Jeſus Chriſt; if he is perſecu- 
| ted, it is with Jeſus Chriſt. But let him remem- 
ber, that he is one with Jeſus Chriſt. The 
_ fame promiſes ſupport him, and he is ſtrengthen- 
of cd by the ſame ſpirit, who ſupported and ftrength- 
EY . ened the ſon of God. The chriſtian s ſitua- 
tion in this ſtate of trial, cannot be worfe than 
that of Jeſus ; nay it is often attended with many 
more conveniences. The ſoldier, when animated 
by the example of his Prince, (who is his com- 
panion in battle, and ſhews him the road to. victo- 
ry) 
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2 is 2 ſtranger to fear. He feels no fatigue. 
He braves every danger. With fo noble an 
example of courage before him, he wiſhes only 
to be able to tread in his. ſteps, that he may 
ſhew himſelf not unworthy of ſuch a leader. 
Such ſhould the chriſtian be with regard to Chriſt 
the captain of his ſalvation. He ſhould eſteem it 
his. greateſt honour and happineſs, to be able to 
follow him in the combat, that he may ſhare with 
him in his triumph, | 


11 is thus, that Chriſt's example ſtill ſubſiſts, and 
is of the greateſt efficacy to animate the chriſtian un- 
der every difficulty in his way to heaven. But who 
is Chriſt, that has left us an example? He is the 
_ only ſon of God, the moſt tender object of his 
" heavenly: father's love. He, who for our fakes, 
deſcended from on high, and condeſcended to live 
on earth in an humble ſtate. He ſubmitted to 
affliction, to pain, and to ſuffering, that he might 
be © the Lord our righteouſneſs,” ſupport us in 
all our troubles, and that as © the captain of our ſal- 


== vation made perfect through ſuffering, he might 


bring many ſons to glory.“ But this glory we can- 


* Heb. ii. 10. 


chriſtian 
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warfare.—What has been ſaid, naturally 
ſuggeſts the following reflections. 


I.—The beſt way to praiſe the adorable vir- 
tues of the ſon of God, and the cleareſt proof 
we can pive of our gratitude and thankfulneſs to 
our redeemer, is, by an humble dependence up- 
on him, to imitate his all perfect character; to 
take the conduct he exhibited on earth, as the 


pattern of ours. To accompliſh this, we muſt 


have his perfect example ever preſent to our 


mind. It muſt be engraved upon the heart. We 


muſt continually contemplate his active charity, 
his patience in affliction, and that love to his 
enemies, nothing could deſtroy. We muſt take 
ſuch a view of the whole of his benevolent life, 


as may influence our faith and practice. We 
muſt feel the beauty, the equity, and the neceſ- 


ſity of all the virtues which ſhone in him: 


then, and not till then, will the example of 


Chriſt be to us a preſervative from every allure- 


ment to ſin. Then will we be his diſciples, the 
true members of his church, and have a right 


to call him our maſter, the Lord that bought 


us. Ne ot to imitate our bleſſed Saviour's ex- 
ample, is to render ourſelves inexcuſable. 


Shall any lay, tranſitory honours dazzled me; 


the 


© 
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EY | the pleaſures and profits of this life, captivated 
my heart? Frivolous excuſe. The ſon of God, 
4 in compariſon of whom, we are as nothing, re- 


E nounced and overcame them all. This he did, 


| 4 | that he might 'obey his heavenly father's will, 
X < redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto 
Z himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works.“ “ 


II.—Confider the impreſſion Chriſt's example 
made upon the primitive chriſtians. They were 


& kindly affectioned to one another, fo that they 


might be faid to have but one ſoul. Chriſtian 


love engaged them to bear a part of their brethren's 
afflictions, and to divide with them their poſſeſ- 


ſions. (See chap. iv. ver. 32, of the Acts of the 


Apoſtles.) But if the ſupereminence of Chriſt's ex- 


ample is too perfect for imitation; if it appears, by 


its complete perfection, much above our greateſt 
poſſible attainments in holineſs; let us at leaſt, lay 
it down as a rule, not to be behind the example of 


the firſt chriſtians. Clement (in his epiſtle to 


the Corinthians) informs us, © that the primitive 


chriſtians, were ſincere, without malice, and 


remembered not the i injuries done them. They 
afflicted themſelves for their neighbour's faults, 


conſidered his wants as their own, and abound- 
ed in all manner of good works.“ In a word, 
„„, ER PI h- 14% the 


% 
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the whole of their conduct . that they 
did all in the fear of God, whoſe laws were in 
their hearts. The ſame author adds, that he 


knew many who redeemed their brethren, by 
ſubmitting to be bound with their chains. And 
that it was no uncommon thing to ſee one chriſti- 


an ſupport at the expence of his own liberty, ano- 
ther, when reduced to ſlavery.” Theſe are ſtrong 


proofs of the efficacy of Chriſt's example, and: a 


333 7 


fine model for chriſtians to imitate. 


III.— But a copy kak . Aa 1 bu 
leſs perfect, than one taken from the original. 


Chriſtians who are deſirous to excell in holineſs, 


ſhould not confine theralefves. to the example of 


an imperfe& man. They ſhould look immedi- 


ately to the divine original, and copy after him. 
Let them take Chriſt for their guide and example 
in holy walking with God, and the confequence 
will be, they will find themſelves © transformed 
into the ſame image, from glory to n. Min - {41 


IV. —— « Let us then walk in love, as Chriſt ; 


hath loved us, and given himſelf for us, an of. 


fering and a ſacrifice, of a ſweet. {ſmelling ſavour 
unto God. 4 If any of us have a quarrel againſt 


„1 Cor. ii. 18. 


bee 


any 


4 


SM * * 
— · 
SCA 2 


. 7 3 = - 
- 4, x WS L g _ Poe - EE 8 1 
RET, F 3 4 32 o 2 
= * 2 £ e * r „% ont x 
7 . ; 3 * : ; . mw _ EI 1 J ͤĩ TO TT "= my 
"I Wed N Sk c 1 N « . " 4 oo 
* > 0 " 3 1 * s N : 2 
" £ * J - * 2 0 * * a + rs 
8 ME we 1 - 
; 5 4 * 


8 Eo R M O. N. 33 


Jay one, as Chriſt hath 8 us, ſo let us do 5 

FW ikeviſe... Let us not render injury for injury, for- 

x Chriſt hath left us an example, that we ſhould, 1 

7A Þ follow his ſteps. Who when he was reviled, re- 
2 Þ viled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatengd, 
3 not; but dae himſelf to him that judgeth 
” aghteouſly.””* When at any time therefore, we. 
| * ſuffer for Ou ſubs of truth, let us cc look to Jeſus 
'' the author and finiſher of our faith ; who, for the 
. joy ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing | 
1 the ſhame, and is now. ſet down at. the right hand 
of God. For conſider him that endured ſuch 
5 a contradiftion of ſinners againſt ne, leaſt you 

4 I and faint in your minds,” os 
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. If our Lord went from place to place doing 
1 | Or and healing the ſick; if he more than once 
f 1 multiplied the loaves of bread to feed che hun- 
3 | gry multitude; if his only intention in all his 
55 diſcourſes, travels and miracles,” was to do good 

to men, and to procure their happineſs, than 
chriſtians who are called by his name, ſfiould 
continually practiſe the great law of charity, 
„ in doing good. to all, chiefly to thoſe of the 
1 houſehold of faith. . As an evidence of faith 
'Y and pious gratitude, they (thoſe eſpecially, who 


*x Pet. ii. 21, 23 + Heb. xi. 2, * + Gal. vi. 10. 
RL £ enjoy 


„ e 2 os 
enjoy an abundance of the good things of this 
life,) ſhould feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and bring the ſtranger to their houſe. The re. 
ligion of Jeſus, when rightly known and felt, 
always produces this effect. It irr eſiſtibly con- 
ſtrains the. chriſtian to love and good works, and 
aſſures him of perfect bliſs after death, We, who 
with a pure heart, have after our Saviour's ex- 
_ ample, attended to the law of chriſtian charity, 15 
ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of the inheritance prepared 
for the children of God, and enjoy a happineſs 
large as our defires, and laſting as our immortal 
= | | fouls, The final dreadful ſentence will not be 
; | pronounced upon us; depart from me ye curſed 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels: for I was hungry, and ye gave me no 
meat, thirſty, and ye gave me no drink, a ſtran- 
ger, and ye took me not in, fick, and in priſon, 
and ye viſited me not.“ For as much as you 6 
| tewed no compaſlion to. thoſe, who aſked relief * | 
in my name, and for my fake, you ſhewed none | 
to me, 


r 
r 


If ve neglect the imitation of Chriſt's. all-per- 
: fect character, we ſhew ourſelves unacquainted 
vith him as our redeemer and SG If he 


2 Matt, xv. 45 42, 43+ | h 
ought 
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bought without us, he will alſo triumph with- 
F out us. If we have not ſown with him, we ſhall 
not reap with him. But, if our faith and 
1 dependance are upon him, through whom we 
Io have the forgiveneſs of fins, and a right to eternal 
WE life ;”* if taught by his ſpirit and guided by his 
example, we have walked in his ſteps; if, with 
regard to charity and thoſe other virtues, the 
ornaments of the chriſtian's life, we have imi- 
WT tated the ſon of God; after having given us 
dhe pledges of his love, he will one day reward 
us with the poſſeſſion of his glory. *© To him 
chat overcometh, will I grant to fit with me in 
my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am ſet | 
down with my father in his throne.” 1 4 
—. Ul | 
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